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History 
 

The story of Schmidtville begins with James Pedley and Pedley’s Fields. However, to have a better understanding of 

the context and importance Schmidtville has to Halifax’s and Canada’s history, we will start with the foundation of 

Halifax.  

 

The fear of a French invasion of Acadia persuaded the British Government in 1748 to create the fortified town of 

Halifax in the colony of Nova Scotia. A party of 2376 men, women, and children set sail from Britain early May, 

1749 under the command of Edward Cornwallis, governor of Nova Scotia. They arrived on or about June 21 but it 

was not until September 14 that Charles Morris and a civil engineer named Bruce had completed a survey and layout 

of the design of the town. Surveys were also made of suburbs north and south of the fortified settlement. A few years 

later German settlers established themselves in the north of Halifax, a district known as Dutch Town. Subsequently 

most of those people moved on to Mahone Bay and Lunenburg.  

 

Halifax experienced expansion up until around 1770 when the complete destruction of Louisbourg removed the 

threat of a French attack in Acadia. It was not again until the American Revolutionary War that Halifax experienced 

a period of great expansion and enhanced prosperity. During this time the town was thronged with troops and 

Map of the Town of Halifax, 1750 
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refugees from the 13 colonies. Following the evacuation of Boston, ten thousand soldiers, sailors and loyalist 

civilians arrived with the fleet to be quartered in the town. Among those soldiers who landed in Halifax after 1776 

was a young captain in King George III’s Royal Foreign Artillery, twenty-two year-old Christian Wilhelm Schmidt. 

He had the good fortune and the good sense to meet and marry Elizabeth Pedley, one of four daughters of James 

Pedley. 

 

James Pedley was a substantial land owner with 800 acres of farm land at Hammond Plains, 1100 acres in the New 

Dublin area of Lunenburg Co., another 200 acres around Preston, Halifax Co., as well as houses and building lots in 

both Halifax and Dartmouth. Important to the Schmidtville story was the fact that James Pedley also owned twelve 

acres of grazing land south of the town. He had purchased the grazing land in 1781 from his friend the Hon. Richard 

Buckley. This area, known as Pedley’s Fields, was outside Halifax’s palisade fence. As the threat of attack from 

natives subsided, these lands and an area known as Irish Town opened up for housing development.  

 

James Pedley died in 1807. He bequeathed much of his property to Elizabeth Schmidt but on the explicit 

understanding that his son in-law was not to have any “concern, interest, control or management whatsoever” of 

property left to his daughter, Elizabeth. Why this should be so, is not known. Schmidt’s death notice, which 

appeared in the Acadian Recorder December 6, 1828, stated that “he was a brave and zealous officer, and faithful to 

his King and Country”. 

 

Two years after her husband's death, Pedley’s Fields were divided into 79 building lots. There were two north-south 

thoroughfares created, Birmingham Street and Dresden Row, which were intersected by Rottenburg Street (now 

Clyde Street) and Spring Garden Road. The plan of Schmidtville was laid down by James Thomson, deputy 

surveyor, in March 1831.  It shows an area within clearly defined lots but with no buildings. This became 

Schmidtville, which at one time extended from Morris Street on the south to north of Spring Garden Road at 

Map 1831 - Schmidtville sub-division 
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Sackville Street. By 1837 the area was substantially built up, according to journalist-politician Joseph Howe. He was 

cited in the Novascotian, a local paper, as saying: 

 

A few years ago, there was not a single house in Schmidtville – it was then a decent sort of 

pasture lot; and we used to meet an old man every morning, as we came to school, driving a 

solitary cow to feed on its clovers and buttercups – had we told him or had he told us that in 

1837 it would have contained nearly as many houses as Irish-town did then, a suspicion of 

insanity would have been induced by the remark. 

 

Long before Canada was a country, Schmidtville was a thriving residential community in south-end Halifax. By 

1878 a map from Hopkins Atlas shows Schmidtville fully streetscaped as an urban entity within the city. With the 

exception of changes made for the opening up of Brenton Place, the street pattern is largely unchanged since 1878.  

However, much has happened to Schmidtville since that 

time, not all of it good.   

 

A federal urban renewal scheme wrongly believed that 

demolition was the only answer to aging, inner city housing 

stock, hence the clearance of about half of the Schmidtville 

land area in the late 1950s for the creation of three parking 

areas south of Spring Garden Road. In the 1970s, the City of 

Halifax joined with the federal and provincial governments 

in funding an imaginative Neighbourhood Improvement Plan 

that saw special merit in preserving and enhancing the 

mixed residential, commercial downtown district. Trees 

were planted, sidewalks replaced, pocket parks created, the Spencer House seniors’ center opened and much other 

physical and social infrastructure improved. The social capital deployed had a dramatic psychological and visible 

impact, the benefits of which continue today. But possibly the greatest tangible result was in the way residents of the 

Old South End area responded to the challenge presented to them for self improvement of the homes they owned 

and rented. 

Brenton Street - Street Scape 
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The district contains many fine late Georgian homes and elaborate Victorian structures built in a variety of 

decorative structures. The Georgian style, which 

was in vogue throughout the English speaking 

world between 1720 and 1840, is founded on 

balance and proportion; a mathematical ratio 

producing regularity and symmetry in building 

design and street scape. What remains of it is a 

colourful collection of tiny cottages and 

substantial mini-mansions dating from the 19th 

century.  

 

In 2008, Halifax City Council approved the 

development of Trillium Tower on the corner of 

South Park Street and Clyde Street. This new 

multi-use high-rise development caused concern 

amongst the citizens of Schmidtville. They are 

worried about losing their small single- and multi-

family home neighbourhood and an important part 

of Halifax history to redevelopment. In 2009, the 

Schmidtville residents’ association, The Friends of 

Schmidtville, requested a Municipal Planning 

Strategy (MPS) amendment to have Schmidtville 

designated as a Heritage Conservation District 

(HCD). The request was an attempt to preserve their neighbourhood and its character by defining qualities that 

should be retained. 

 

Recently, an undergraduate planning student at Dalhousie University completed a map based study on 

Schmidtville’s historic neighbourhood. The study included maps from 1878, 1889, 1895, 1899, 1911, 1914, and 

Clyde Street - Mirror Cottages Birmingham Street - Street Scape 
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1949. By comparing building footprints from the historic maps to a present map, buildings were grouped into 

different age categories. The map above is the result of the study and clearly shows a high density of historic 

buildings in the HCD proposed boundaries.   

 

Schmidtville is a great example of what Halifax and other settlements in Canada looked like in the 19th century. 

As time goes on, these pockets of old development throughout Canada are slowly being lost to redevelopment. 

Schmidtville needs to be protected in order to preserve and protect it for future generations to see and visit.   

 

Architecture 

 
Schmidtville is a museum of Georgian homes in the heart of Halifax. It does not take long to realize, when walking 

through the district, that this is an historic neighbourhood. The architecture is distinctly Georgian, being simpler and 

less adorned than the over-decorated buildings of the Victorian era that followed it.  

 

The Georgian style, which was in vogue throughout the 

English-speaking world between 1720 and 1840 is founded 

on balance and proportion; a mathematical ratio producing 

regularity and symmetry in building design and streetscape. 

 

Government House and the Legislature building in Halifax 

are fine examples of the purest English expression of the 

style although these grand buildings reflect much more of the 

classical Palladian influence in Georgian architecture than is 

evident in Schmidtville’s vernacular buildings. 

 

1318-1320 Birmingham Street 

 

This cluster of four tiny red houses comprises 

Schmidtville’s oldest buildings. Known as mirror-image 

cottages, they comprise two identical reversed structures 

built under a single roof.  The dormers are a later addition, 

but the houses are typical of the type of linked, twin 

cottages that were being built in northern Britain from 

about 1700 onward and are believed to have been the 

homes of Christian and Elizabeth Schmidt’s four daughters, 

Elizabeth, Rosina, Margaretta and Mary Ann.  They 

probably pre-date the subdivision of the Pedley land.  
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1329-1333 Birmingham Street 

 

Very little has changed in the outward appearance of 

these well-preserved Schmidtville homes since their 

construction circa 1840.  As such, they have escaped the 

alterations and additions that changed the appearance of 

many Schmidtville houses to meet the needs of 

successive owners over the past 200 years.  The three 

light Scottish Dormers are a notable feature. 

 

 

 

1336-1338 Birmingham Street 

 

This fine double Birmingham Street house has two 

chimneys at opposite ends and two central doors. There is 

a shared twin light gable dormer giving the impression of 

one large house. According to a map based study it was 

built before 1878. 

 

 

 

5476-5482 Clyde Street 

 

Patrick Kelly and Margaret English, widow of John 

English, editor and joint owner of the Acadian Recorder 

newspaper built this duplex in 1859.  It subsequently 

became the home of Isaac H Matters, a West Indies 

commissions merchant and founder of a distinguished 

Halifax shipping dynasty.  His home is a Municipal 

Heritage site. 
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1266 Queen Street 

 

Built in 1861 by George Blaiklock, 1266 Queen Street, also 

known as Mary Queen of Scots House, is a designated 

Municipal Heritage site. The Georgian one-and-half storey 

stone house is symmetrical in design with a central doorway. 

John Ritchie once lived in this house. He was, among other 

things, a Solicitor General of Nova Scotia, and of Father of 

Confederation. 

 

 

 

1350-1356 Queen Street 

 

This brick building known as Queen’s Court was also built 

by George Blaiklock in 1871, ten years after 1266 Queen 

Street. It was a valuable new home at the time it was built. 

It was built during the time of widespread usage of stone, 

brick and cast-iron. It was built in a Georgian style. The 

entrances are centrally located and the two chimneys are 

located at opposite ends of the structure. 

 

 

 

 

1317 Dresden Row 

 

This vernacular style cottage was built in the early part of the 

1860‘s. It is a simple, gable-roofed house associated with the 

housing constructed during the 19th century. It is a well 

balanced design with roof hipped dormers flanking the central 

gabled dormer. It also has the Greek revival decorative door 

surround with the sidelights and transom. 

 

 



Schmidtville Background Study 2010 Friends of Schmidtville 

9 
 

Schmidtville is also home to some Second Empire and Queen Anne style homes. The Second Empire architecture 

style is named for the French elements in vogue during the era of the Second French Empire. It hit its zenith 

between 1865 and1880. Notable features are the steep, but short, mansard roof, the centered wing or gable and that 

they are usually asymmetrical. The Queen Anne architecture style was an alternative to the Second Empire at the 

time. Its notable features are the round, square or polygonal tower and the front porch.  

 

1358 Queen Street 

 

This small town house was built during the mid 1890s in a 

Second Empire style which dominated housing design in 

the late 1800s. It is a one-and-half storey house built with a 

wooden frame and stone foundation. The mansard roof 

provides an upper floor while making the building appears 

less massive. Other features of the Second Empire design 

are the dormers placed in the steep roof and the decorative 

brackets beneath the eaves. 

 

South Park Victorian Streetscape 

The six grand Second Empire and Queen Anne style homes make up South Park Victorian Streetscape and were 

built between 1877 and 1897. The houses include 1263, 1271, 1275, 1279, 1283, and 1293 South Park Street.  These 

homes are valued as excellent examples of the Second Empire and Queen Anne styles. The first two, 1263 and 1271 

are of Second Empire style with their steep pitched mansard roofs, decorative brackets, three bay facade and central 

doorway. The latter four, 1275, 1279, 1283, and 1293, are of Queen Anne style with their steep pitched hip roofs 

with round corner towers, prominent projecting dormers, and porches with columns and pediments. .Schmidtville’s 

architectural wealth and past notable residents contribute to its value as a historical neighbourhood of Halifax. Those 

shown are only a few of many historical homes in Schmidtville. With further research, done at the Nova Scotia 

Archives and the Registrar of Deeds, the discovery of more notable people who have resided in Schmidtville is quite 

likely. The following photos are mirror-image and other cottages in Schmidtville that have not been researched.   
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There are many other historical houses in Schmidtville that we have not been able to include here and we apologize 

to their owners.  However, the architectural style alone speaks of their age. Schmidtville is a historic neighbourhood 

filled with historic homes and it needs to be preserved.  

 
 
  

1351-1355 Brenton Street

5579-5587 Morris Street

1336-1340 Queen Street 
1320 Queen Street

1330-1334 Queen Street 

1323-1327 Birmingham Street
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1322-1326 Birmingham Street                                                                                                        1542-1546 Dresden Row 

 

 
1335-1341 Birmingham Street                                                                                                         1322-1326 Dresden Row 

 

 
1345-1347 Birmingham Street                                                                                                        1328-1330 Dresden Row 
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New Developments 
 
Schmidtville included, at one time, an area from Morris Street, Queen Street, Spring Garden Road, and Brenton 

Street. Over time, because of its central location in Halifax, Schmidtville experienced redevelopment of its lands. 

Most of the homes north of Clyde street have been lost to redevelopment. Some of the lots were eventually built on 

while others remain empty or as surface parking lots.  

 

The block north of Clyde Street and bounded by Brenton Street and Dresden Row was once filled with early 

Victorian homes. The lone surviving heritage building on the block gives an idea of what used to be there before 

Clyde Street was extended to Brenton Street in the 1950s. In the 1980s the block was redeveloped into a high-rise 

multi-use development. The section of the building facing Clyde Street and Schmidtville steps down to four storeys, 

respecting the scale at which Schmidtville exist. Its architectural design is not similar to any found in Schmidtville. 

 

In the 1980s a brave attempt was made to respect the Schmidtville 

architectural heritage when a new multiple unit building was 

developed at the corner of Clyde Street and Dresden Row.  While 

the three story condominium building is in scale and design 

sympathetic to the area, its construction robbed Schmidtville of 

what was then its oldest and finest surviving Georgian structure.  

This three story house, with elegant, Adams-style interior 

embellishments was possibly the matrimonial home of Christian 

and Elizabeth Schmidt.  

 

 

With the Neighbourhood Improvement Plan of the 1970s came 

Spencer House seniors’ centre. Spencer House, located on Morris 

Street, was opened in 1983 and has been a social center for older 

residents of Schmidtville and the surrounding area. It is a non-profit 

registered charity that provides services and programs to enable 

older adults to live independently, contribute to their community and 

maintain an active and healthy lifestyle. The building has a large 

footprint, but being two storeys, blends in with its surroundings. 

Architecturally, it looks like a home, fitting in well with its 

surroundings. 

 

Other newer developments have not been so successful. The 

Nova Scotia Liquor Commission store on the corner of 

Dresden Row and Clyde Street has not blended in very well 

with the surrounding Schmidtville. The building itself is one 

storey high, so it does not over shadow them. However, the 

Spencer House 

1531 Dresden Row 

Clyde Street Liquor Store
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building’s foot print is quite large compared to others in Schmidtville. Also the architecture style is of box store 

origins and not Georgian, Second Empire or Queen Anne. The liquor store unlike its surroundings is of commercial 

nature servicing not only Schmidtville but a much larger community.  It does not offer any community services, 

such as the Spencer House, to the community.  The liquor store will eventually move to the new development on the 

Clyde Street parking lots and residents are worried about what might replace the building. 

 

The federal urban renewal scheme of the 1950s cleared almost half of Schmidtville for the creation of two parking 

lots on Clyde Street. The parking lots service the Spring Garden area. They are a frightening reminder, to the 

residents of Schmidtville, of their community’s insecure future. The parking lots do not offer any service or benefit 

to Schmidtville. They do not blend in with the surrounding community in terms of use, design, and scale. Much of 

Schmidtville was lost for so little.  But what replaces 

them may be worse if it does not respect the transition 

away from Schmidtville. 

 

One of the newest developments in Schmidtville is the 

Trillium Tower on the corner of South Park Street and 

Clyde Street. It was approved for development in 2008 

and is scheduled for completion in 2011. It is a high-

rise multi-use development. There will be commercial 

uses at street level, with office space, apartments and 

condominiums on top. The building does not share 

similar architectural styles with Schmidtville and is at 

a much larger scale than anything found in 

Schmidtville today.  

 

Other Threats 

 

The area of Schmidtville in question has been able to 

survive various threats for nearly two centuries, but now 

the residents of this historic community are worried their 

neighbourhood will not endure the threats much longer. 

One of the more apparent threats is redevelopment, in the 

form of large high-rises and small scale apartment 

buildings. The development potential for the parking lots 

on Clyde and Queen street could threaten the character of 

the neighbourhood. Lack of funding to maintain the 

character carved into the homes is a less apparent threat, 

but nonetheless an important one.  Last but not least, 

some view the vibrant area of Spring Garden as a threat; 

they worry the area will expand into Schmidtville. 

Trillium Tower 

Trillium Building 

Clyde Street Parking Lot
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High-rise development, such as the newly built Trillium tower, is a good example of how developers want to 

redevelop Schmidtville.  Downtown living has become fashionable and development pressures have increased on 

small downtown home owners such as those in Schmidtville to sell their property to make room for these large high-

rise developments. Trillium Tower and neighbouring Victoria Tower provide no transition from the one and a half to 

three storey Georgian homes to the fifteen storey structures and higher. They do not complement each other. These 

high-rise developments are clear images of what developers want in the area. If developers viewed Schmidtville as 

being permanent perhaps they would not build a wall separating the high-rise tower and neighbouring Schmidtville 

but instead face it and try to complement it in its design. For example, the decorative front corner that the Trillium 

presents to Victoria Park contrasts with the ugly back end it presents to Schmidtville. 

 

The current high rise developments provide no transition from the historic neighbourhood of Schmidtville, to the 

more modern city that surrounds it. These developments simply overshadow Schmidtville and are not 

complimentary. The current and more visible areas that are threatened by tall redevelopments are the parking lots on 

Clyde and Queen Street. The recent HRM by Design study proposed minimum setbacks of four meters for the side 

of developments on the Clyde Street parking lot facing Clyde street. It also suggested a maximum street wall height 

of 15.5 meters and a maximum building height of 28 meters. The HRM by Design plan for the parking lot on Queen 

Street facing Schmidtville has a proposed setback of zero to four meters, with a maximum street wall height of 18.5 

meters and maximum building height of 28 meters. These heights are still higher than anything in Schmidtville 

which may yet be too high to transition successfully away from Schmidtville.  

 

Brenton Street with Park Victoria highrise 
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A less apparent threat in conserving the historic value and character of the neighbourhood is the lack of funding for 

upkeep. Walking through Schmidtville, its historic value is obvious but in certain areas, especially along its edges on 

Clyde and Queen Streets, it looks run down. Maintaining the detailed architectural features of a historic home is 

expensive. Commonly external funding is necessary to provide adequate services for maintaining historical districts.  

 

Some people view the Spring Garden Road area as a 

threat to Schmidtville. Spring Garden Road has become 

one of Halifax’s most vibrant streets with commercial 

space, retail stores, bars, and restaurants. Residents of 

Schmidtville are afraid of it spreading over into their 

neighbourhood. Bernard Smith, former Spring Garden 

Area Business Association Manager thinks conserving 

Schmidtville as a historic neighbourhood is very 

important. He does not view Spring Garden Road as 

being a threat to Schmidtville, but rather having the 

side streets coming from Spring Garden Road going 

towards Schmidtville as transition areas. In these areas 

there could be small stores such as boutiques and cafes to provide the opportunity for building design and scale to 

transition from a vibrant commercial street to a residential community. Smith believes Schmidtville could benefit 

from development along Clyde street. Home owners along Clyde street may invest more into their properties if 

beautiful complementary properties lay across the street from them and not empty, soulless parking lots or 

monstrous monoliths. 
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Friends of Schmidtville  
1313 Dresden Row  
Halifax, NS  
B3J 2J9  
Phone (902) 240-2782 
Email: schmidtfriends@yahoo.ca 
 
Schmidtville, the area south of Spring Garden and west of 
Queen St. is arguably the largest/oldest contiguous area of 
historic importance in all of HRM.  And it is a thriving 
residential neighbourhood. 
 
In February 2008, the organization “Friends of 
Schmidtville” was formed to promote the development of 
our neighbourhood and preservation of its unique historic 
character within Halifax. 

 
A year later we applied to HRM Regional Council for 
designation of Schmidtville as a “Heritage Conservation 
District.”  Such designation would give our community 
more collective control over our future. 
 
This booklet explains the history and character of, and the 
threats to, Schmidtville.  Many thanks to Jesse Howatt for 
helping to pull it together and to Lyndon Watkins for his 
historical acumen. 


